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In last december, Korean actress Ku Hye-sun visited at Chad with Korean
Committee for UNICEF to participate in volunteer activity.1) Chad is central African
country and is sometimes referred to as the “Dead Heart of Africa.” Because of
long civil war, there are so many problems in Chad: famine, infectious diseases,
disputes, climate changes, violences and so on. United Nation was well aware of
necessity of giving support and assistance to children who lives in similar situation
throughout the world, which let them decide to develop SDGs in 2015. SDGs
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development. Among these, there is Goal 4: Quality Education in SDGs. Goal 4
aims to “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all.”2) When considering the characteristic of this specific
goal, education volunteering activities from university students can contribute big
portion for achieving it.
Due to poverty, child labor, early marriage, disability, compulsory service as child
soldier, more than 60 million children can’t receive elementary education in the
world.3) In addition, in one out of four countries, more than half of children failed
to meet minimum math proficiency standards at the end of primary school, and at
the lower secondary level, the rate was 1 in 3 countries.4) Many services for
children are already on the way in UNICEF. Students who be highly educated can
play an important role in businesses managed by UNICEF by teaching primary
education to children. If circumstances require, UNICEF can train them to educate
kids.
Futhermore, children who live in poor surroundings need textbook and school
things. Although they have a desire to study, they can’t use anything helpful to
study. In fact, we can support school supplies to kids through donation. There are
already many fund-raising backed by UNICEF for children. Recently, Officenex,
company that professionally produce office supplies, supported school things to
Odoganda, school placed in Kenya.5)
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But many people are indifferent to children who can’t receive primary education
or don’t know about this situation. If university students promote fund-raising
program and hold an event to raise money for children who require elementary
education, it is a great help to them. For example, students that major in video
production can help it by uploading videos about fund-raising campaign on medium
that many people all over the world use, like Youtube.
Simultaneously, university students can contribute to Goal 5: Gender Equality by
achieving Goal 4. Goal 5 aims to “Achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls.” Globally, around 2017, an estimated 21 percent of women
between 20 and 24 years of age reported that they were married or in an informal
union before age 18.6) This means that an estimated 650 million girls and women
today were married in childhood. Women who are educated have a lower
probability to have married in adolescence. If rate of early marriage gets lower,
infant survival rate gets higher. Therefore, students should teach sex education to
boys and girls in poor countries with elementary education. Also, a lot of girls in
poor environment can’t use sanitary pad. In Africa, one in ten girls can’t go to
school due to lack of sanitary napkin during menstrual period.7) University students
can improve girls’ living and rights by supporting feminine sanitary products to
them.
In the end, university students can contribute to save a lot of life and nourish a
hope that raises up developing country by participating in education volunteering
activities. Children are hope in every country of the world without question.
Students who have much better environment than children in developing countries
should support them to create equal opportunities in the world. It is noblesse
oblige and not rocket science. And university students have abilities to educate
children in Africa. We can teach the fundamental theories of mathematics to
children who don’t be educated in elementary school. Also, we can provide sex
education to them to improve girls’ rights. Above all, it demands that people pay
careful attention to children. If a lot of people are concerned about children who
can’t receive primary education, sex education and actively volunteer to educate
them, it is helpful to reach the SDGs. So, promoting education volunteering
activities is one of the most important things on supporting children. What’s more,
it requires national support to provide good education to children. The countries
that receive educational aid from such students should support fully them:
procedure to get a visa, process of emigration and immigration, providing a place
for volunteering activities and so on.
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